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 Phil Murphy Kim Guadagno Seth Kaper-Dale Pete Rohrman 

Resume 
Summary 

● Democratic Party 
● US Ambassador to Germany, 

2009-2013 
● Finance Chairman for 

Democratic National 
Committee in mid/late 2000’s 

● Retired from Goldman Sachs 
in 2006 after 23-year career 

● Served on several boards 
and committees including 
NAACP, Local Initiatives 
Support Corporation, Center 
for American Progress and 
more. 

● Together with wife Tammy, 
founded 2nd Floor, a NJ teen 
helpline 

● Republican Party 
● Lieutenant Governor under 

Gov. Chris Christie, 
2009-2017 

● Monmouth County Sheriff, 
2007-2009 

● Chairs Red Tape 
Commission, a bi-partisan 
group dedicated to 
streamlining government 

● Former US Attorney for 
New York and New Jersey 

● Green Party 
● Co-pastor at the 

Reformed Church of 
Highland Park in New 
Jersey since 2001. 

● In 2006, Kaper-Dale 
co-founded the 
RCHP-Affordable 
Housing Corporation, 
which has created 
housing for women aging 
out of foster care, 
veterans, the homeless, 
the mentally ill, 
re-entering citizens, 
justice-involved youth, 
and refugees. 

● Co-founder of Who Is My 
Neighbor? Inc.,a 
community development 
agency in Highland Park, 
NJ 

● Libertarian Party 
● Marine Veteran, 

Infantry Platoon 
Sergeant; served in 
Desert Storm 

● More than 10 years 
experience as an 
operations director for 
a large internet 
service provider 

● Volunteered for over 
20 years as a youth 
athletic coach and a 
volunteer firefighter 

http://www.standcnj.org/voting-values-vov/
http://www.standcnj.org/
https://www.murphy4nj.com/
http://www.kimfornj.com/
https://www.kaperdaleforgovernor.com/
https://www.pete4nj.com/


 

Economy “As governor, Phil will focus on New 
Jersey’s core advantages to attract 
businesses, empower workers, and 
grow the economy by growing the 
middle class. Critical investments 
have been put off for too long by 
governors whose only interest has 
been the next election. Phil Murphy 
will draw on his diverse experiences in 
the business, non-profit, and public 
sectors to create a dynamic and 
innovative 21st century economy that 
works for all New Jerseyans. 
 
Before there was Silicon Valley, there 
was New Jersey. Phil will restore our 
place as a leader in the innovation 
economy by: 
Rebuilding our cities through critical 
investments in transportation 
infrastructure to take full advantage of 
our state’s geography to attract 
workers and get new advancements 
to market; 
 
Expanding small business incubators 
to incentivize new businesses to start 
here in New Jersey. 
 
A Public Bank to Invest Directly in 
New Jersey -- and for New Jersey 
New Jersey currently deposits billions 
of dollars in state revenues in Wall 
Street and foreign banks — which 
overwhelmingly do not invest in New 
Jersey’s communities. Phil will take 
that money out of Wall Street and put 
it to work for New Jersey — creating 
jobs and growing the economy — 
through an innovative new public bank 
to make critical investments in our 
state and its people. By using state 
deposits to finance local investments, 

"I’m not going to raise taxes on the 
most-taxed people in the state of 
New Jersey. … The people of New 
Jersey simply can’t afford it 
anymore. We can do better." 
 
SIGNATURE ISSUE 
A "circuit-breaker" property tax relief 
plan, which would apply a credit to a 
homeowner's tax bill if school taxes 
exceeded 5 percent of household 
income. Guadagno would tap a 
variety of sources -- including from 
"auditing Trenton" -- to pay for the 
$1.5 billion plan. 
 
Guadagno has pledged to veto any 
new tax increases and supports 
placing a cap the school portion of a 
homeowner’s property tax bill, 
arguing that such a measure will 
save a family making New Jersey’s 
median income of $72,000 an 
average of $895 annually.  
"We can make New Jersey 
affordable again by cutting the 
property taxes," Guadagno said. 
Guadagno opposed call the  the gas 
tax hike and the planned $300 
million renovation of the statehouse, 
which she's derided as "the palace 
at Verseilles." 
 
Guadagno plans to pay for the tax 
cuts  through a number of avenues: 
getting $250 million in savings from 
a complete audit of state 
government, $500 million from 
adjusting state aid to "overfunded 
districts," $1 billion from annual 
revenue growth, $2.5 billion in 
health-care savings, and up to $1 
billion in savings from decreased 

“Our tax codes and tax policies 
have been looked at through a 
‘first are first’ lens for long enough. 
My Administration, without the 
burden of decades of promises to 
big donors, and with an eye for 
caring for the last, can take a fresh 
look at taxes in this state. 
  
Currently, NJ has a 7 bracket state 
tax system. High wage earners 
pay more based on reaching the 
next plateau in the bracket. Our 
tax bracket has remained stagnant 
even as wealth has dramatically 
increased among the highest 
wage earners. I propose that we, 
like other states, add new 
brackets.  I propose we add an 8th 
and 9th bracket, so that those who 
have the good fortune of 
exorbitant wealth can contribute 
more to our state. Right now all 
monies after $500,000 are taxed 
at 8.97%. I propose 
$500,001-$750,000 at 10.50%, 
and $750,001 and above at 12%. 
  
I also propose that the Estate Tax 
be reinstated. The 20+ Democrats 
who voted to fund the 
Transportation Trust Fund even as 
a deal was cut with Governor 
Christie to eliminate the Estate 
Tax, have led us in a dangerous 
direction. 
  
Corporate welfare tax credits 
should be scrapped. If NJ goes 
with a NJ single payer Medicare 
for All, NJ business will have such 
incentive to do business in the 

“Cut Taxes and Eliminate 
Wasteful Spending - Eliminate 
the gas tax, sales and state 
income tax. New Jersey taxes 
are out of control leaving the 
middle class struggling to 
survive. The only way to solve 
this crisis is to reduce wasteful 
spending. Cut the size of 
government by 30%. Spending 
and debt have exploded under 
both establishment parties. 
 
Let’s give voters the option to 
voluntarily consolidate 
redundant school districts to 
make education more efficient. 
Let’s reform prevailing wage 
laws to make public services 
competitive again. There’s no 
reason a project should cost 
more simply because 
taxpayers are footing the bill. 
The people of New Jersey are 
not an ATM for powerful 
special interests. 
Let’s make the public pension 
system voluntary instead of 
forcing employees into a 
bankrupt system. Abolish 
“double-dipping” that allows 
officials to take multiple 
pensions at taxpayer expense. 
End Corporate Welfare and 
Bailouts 
New Jersey doesn’t belong to 
the political insiders. New 
Jersey belongs to the people. 
 
New Jersey is consistently 
ranked the worst place in 
America to start a business. 
But it’s our small businesses 



 

the Public Bank will support billions of 
dollars of critical investments in 
infrastructure, small businesses, and 
student loans — saving our residents 
money and returning all profits to the 
taxpayers. 
Raise minimum wage to $15 an hour, 
so that those who want to work can 
support their family and ensure that no 
one who works full time in 2017 lives 
in poverty. 
 
Guarantee earned sick leave 
statewide, because no one should 
have to choose between a job and 
caring for a loved one. 
 
Ensure equal pay for equal work. 
 
Expand the EITC to 40 percent of 
federal level, so that working families 
can lift themselves out of poverty. 
 
Create a new child care and caregiver 
tax credit to alleviate the high cost of 
caring for a family in NJ. 
 
And finally make millionaires and 
corporations pay their fair share of 
taxes, so we can make the 
investments we need in our schools.” 
 
 

participation in other tax relief 
programs, such as the Homestead 
and Senior Freeze programs. 
 
    Those programs will remain in 
place, but homeowners will have to 
choose only one program at a time. 
 
 But Guadagno also vows to drive 
down property taxes even further by 
capping unused sick pay payouts, 
negotiating a solution to the state's 
pension crisis, forcing towns to 
share services and reforming the 
state's school funding formula. 
 
Use Zero-based Budgeting 
The first budget proposal presented 
by the Guadagno administration will 
utilize “zero-based budgeting” 
techniques, forcing all state 
spending to be justified based upon 
need and cost. Kim will also 
nominate Cabinet officials who 
understand that finding savings for 
taxpayers ranks second only to 
protecting our citizens’ health, 
safety, and welfare. 
 

state that there wouldn’t be a need 
for any additional tax credits. 

that employ the most workers 
and help pull them out of 
poverty. We need an equal 
playing field for everyone. Stop 
giving special treatment to the 
big guys at the expense of 
everyone else. Let’s prosecute 
corrupt special interests who 
take advantage of their 
positions of power.” 
 

Health 
care 

“Access to health care is a basic right 
– one that is under assault by Donald 
Trump and Republicans in 
Washington and the special interests 
that support them. New Jersey is no 
exception. For too long we have let 
special interests like for-profit 
hospitals outweigh the interests of 9 

● Guadagno has expressed 
opposition to cuts to 
Medicaid, wants more 
sustainable way to care for 
neediest Americans. 

● supports bringing public 
health insurance in line 
with private sector. 

“NJ Single Payer Medicare for All 
would provide first-rate health care 
for all New Jerseyans and would 
save the state, local municipalities, 
businesses and individuals, 
billions of dollars.  It is the single 
change most able to transform this 
state. 
  

 



 

million residents. As governor, Phil will 
end that. 
 
New Jersey has been a national 
leader on healthcare in the past and 
Phil will make sure we lead once 
again. This starts with standing up to 
Donald Trump and the right-wing 
agenda to repeal the ACA and gut 
Medicaid and Medicare, which would 
cause nearly 800,000 people in NJ to 
lose coverage. 
Phil will also take the lead on health 
reform at the state level by: 

● Lowering insurance 
premiums by reining in 
excessive out-of-network 
costs; 

● Restoring state funding to 
Planned Parenthood and 
ensuring that all-FDA 
approved methods of 
contraception remain 
accessible to New Jersey 
women with no out-of-pocket 
costs; 

● Working to identify the state’s 
75,000 uninsured children 
and enrolling them in health 
coverage; and 

● Expanding access to 
addiction treatment and 
services.” 

 
"People say, Would you consider 
single-payer health care? Yes." But 
would need to "figure out, where are 
we going to get that?" 

● Has stated that 
Obamacare is a "bad 
business plan," but "there's 
got to be a way to fix it 
where the people of New 
Jersey are not harmed." 

There is a growing awareness in 
America that the health care we 
receive is managed by an 
unnecessary and ridiculously 
expensive middle-manager — the 
health insurance industry.  As long 
as that industry is calling the shots 
Americans will be paying far too 
much for our health care.  NJ 
Single Payer Improved and 
Expanded Medicare is about Care, 
not Insurance.  The cost of the 
state of NJ running its own health 
care program is projected to bring 
down costs to employers, and to 
employees, in dramatic ways. 
After eliminating insurance 
payments, an increase in payroll 
taxes (6% on the employer side, 
2% on the employee) could put 
this program into effect 
immediately.  This plan would 
have no deductibles, no co-pays, 
no premiums and would mean that 
we’d stop differentiating the care 
offered to public workers, wall 
street bankers and the poorest of 
the poor.  Good health care is a 
right, not a benefit.  
  
Many in New Jersey live in fear of 
getting sick, not because they’re 
afraid of getting sick, but because 
you’re afraid of the cost of getting 
sick. It’s ridiculous for the state to 
be economically-sick because 
we’re throwing money away to 
what is an entirely unnecessary 
industry that overcharges many of 
us and is cost prohibitive to others. 
The cost savings related to NJ 
Single Payer would allow us to: 
Fix the public workers and 



 

teachers pension problem as state 
pensions are currently linked with 
health insurance expenses, 
reduce municipal/school budgets, 
lower property taxes, make it 
easier for business to transition to 
$15/minimum wage and free 
people up for job-mobility.” 

Women’s 
Rights 

“Women in New Jersey currently earn 
79 cents for every dollar earned by a 
man performing equal work. This is 
unacceptable in 2016. Phil Murphy 
supports efforts to close the wage gap 
by banning unequal pay for 
substantially similar work, prohibiting 
employers from requiring applicants to 
disclose their current salary, 
increasing wage transparency, and 
strengthening legal protections for 
victims of wage discrimination.” 

Guadagno describes herself as 
pro-choice, but not in favor of 
abortions. She would not restore 
Christie's cuts to Planned 
Parenthood. 
  
"I don't believe government has a 
place in my home, what I do with 
my body," Guadagno said 

“WOMEN’S RIGHTS AND 
WOMEN’S HEALTH HAVE BEEN 
LAST—SO THEY SHALL BE 
FIRST 
Women have led the call for 
protecting healthcare and 
transforming it from a 
for-profit-industry to a public 
service. In accordance with the 
National Organization for 
Women’s recommendations, my 
healthcare policy will allow 
patients and doctors the exclusive 
power to determine what medical 
care is best, including a full range 
of reproductive services. Unlike 
our current governor, I am 
committed to signing an equal pay 
bill like S992 the first time it is 
presented to me. Women in New 
Jersey will no longer settle for 69.8 
cents per dollar earned by men. 
  
Violence against women is an 
intolerable offense that must stop: 
While we consider lessening 
sentences on minor drug crimes, I 
want to look very seriously at 
increasing the consequences of 
the criminal justice system against 
those who do violence toward 
women.  
  

 



 

My administration will promote 
educational programs addressing 
physical violence against women, 
all forms of gender-based 
denigration and abuse and a 
woman’s right to control her own 
body.” 

LGBTQ 
Rights 

“Phil Murphy is a strong and 
consistent advocate for the equal 
treatment of the LGBTQ community. 
As a truly inclusive governor, Phil will 
expand and enforce 
anti-discrimination protections for 
LGBTQ individuals. He will ensure 
that all residents have equal access to 
health care, including fertility 
treatment, regardless of sexual 
orientation. And he will eliminate once 
and for all the archaic and 
discriminatory laws that subject 
LGBTQ residents to second class 
status — including laws that prevent 
transgender individuals from 
designating their own gender on birth 
and death certificates. Phil strongly 
believes that no one in New Jersey — 
from military veterans to small 
business owners to aspiring parents 
— should be treated differently 
because of whom they love.” 

As Lieutenant Governor, Guadagno 
was aligned with Christie  in favor of 
putting marriage equality to the 
voters as a ballot issue rather than 
handling it legislatively. She 
currently expresses support for 
marriage equality. 

“LGBTQ Rights are Human 
Rights.  Transgender people have 
suffered long enough.  Their rights 
and protections have been pushed 
to the bottom so often that when 
Seth is governor trans rights will 
be a first priority.  Yes, there have 
been great strides made to 
support LGB people in our state, 
but there are still so many hurdles 
to jump over.  Trans students have 
to fight to use bathrooms that 
correspond with their gender 
identity. Trans men and women 
suffer from depression and 
suicidal ideation at alarmingly high 
rates as compared to their LGB 
siblings.  We must make New 
Jersey safer and more inclusive 
for everyone in the LGBTQ 
community. 
 
While a few insurance companies 
in New Jersey cover mental health 
therapy, sex reassignment 
surgeries and hormone 
prescriptions, most do not.  This is 
unacceptable.  New Jersey must 
pave the way for the support the 
LGBTQ community needs and 
deserves within our proposed 
universal healthcare system and 
until it is implemented. 
 
LGBTQ teen and adult 

 



 

homelessness is at an all time 
high in our region, as well.  Too 
often, LGBTQ teens are thrown 
out of their homes when they 
come out to their families.  These 
teens have no one to turn to. 
There is not one LGBT teen or 
adult homeless shelter in our 
state.  Seth will make a point of 
addressing this critical issue on 
two fronts: the personal - to keep 
kids from being kicked out in the 
first place - and the systemic - to 
create safe spaces for these 
children to live and grow up. 
 
Also, education about the LGBTQ 
community, specifically trans 
people, is essential for our state to 
move forward and grow.  These 
educational opportunities should 
be made available in hospitals, 
medical offices, schools, corporate 
offices and branches of 
government.  Everyone in New 
Jersey should be educated about 
sexual and gender identity.” 
 
 

Family 
Issues 

“New Jersey is an expensive place to 
raise a child. A typical New Jersey 
family with two children pays over 
$21,000 annually in childcare costs — 
24 percent of the average family’s 
pretax income. Unlike 28 other states, 
however, New Jersey does not 
provide a Child and Dependent Care 
Tax Credit. That needs to change. 
New Jersey is home to 400,000 
children five years old or younger in 
families in which both parents work. 
Phil Murphy supports giving families a 

 A comprehensive process needs 
to be implemented throughout 
New Jersey to identify hungry 
children and to combat hunger 
directly.  Hunger compounds 
tremendous disadvantages for 
children that are often already at 
risk.  If we fail our children in this 
most basic way we cannot expect 
children to flourish.  In the months 
to come we will pull together 
experts on hunger who can help 
craft meaningful policies that build 

 



 

child and dependent care tax credit 
that would provide immediate relief to 
these families. 
 
One of New Jersey’s great assets is 
its higher education system. 
Unfortunately, Governor Christie has 
chronically underinvested in our 
colleges and universities. As a result, 
families of students at our public 
colleges now bear some of the highest 
costs in the country — which has 
produced extraordinarily high levels of 
student debt. 68 percent of NJ college 
graduates in 2014 had student debt, 
and NJ residents carry student debt 
totaling more than $30 billion. We 
must tackle our higher education 
problem head on, by: 

● Increasing state aid to 
institutions of higher 
education; 

● Providing loan forgiveness to 
STEM graduates working in 
STEM jobs in the state; and 

● Helping New Jerseyans 
stuck with student loans at 
above-market rates by 
offering state-based 
refinancing at lower rates. 

● Creating incentives for 
private sector employers to 
provide student loan relief as 
a core employee benefit. 

The Earned Income Tax Credit 
encourages and rewards work by 
providing a tax credit to working and 
middle class families. Because the 
EITC puts money in the pockets of 
people who spend it immediately and 
locally, every dollar that we spend on 
the EITC creates $1.50 to $2 in 
economic activity. NJ currently 

on the good work already being 
done by various state and 
non-profit agencies.  
 
Children need to know that they 
have a safe and stable place to 
call home.  They should never fear 
uncertainty about where they will 
lay their head at night.   The State 
Rental Assistance Program should 
invest in housing vouchers based 
firstly on the need of a child.  
 
Vouchered Rental units should be 
made available in every 
municipality in New Jersey.  Today 
some towns in New Jersey have 
effectively become too rich to 
welcome families with vouchers. 
This weakens society by creating 
a bigger gap and causing an even 
larger chasm between the life 
experiences of New Jerseyans of 
different means.  State Rental 
Assistance Programs, under my 
administration, will secure that 
low-income families with 
school-aged children are placed in 
every town, and that once placed 
there, they are advocated for and 
supported. 
 
 



 

provides an EITC at 30 percent of the 
federal award level. Phil Murphy 
would raise the state EITC to 40 
percent of the federal reward level, 
which would create almost $180 
million in new economic activity. It 
would also make our tax code fairer 
across all income levels.” 



 

Gun Safety “The gun violence epidemic is nothing 
short of a public health crisis. And yet, 
Governor Christie continues to stand 
in the way of sensible reforms. He has 
vetoed bills that had universal support 
from New Jerseyans. Governor 
Christie’s continued opposition to 
sensible gun safety regulations does 
not protect our Second Amendment 
rights. It simply makes us less safe. A 
truly comprehensive answer to 
reducing gun violence must come 
from the federal government. Yet that 
is not an excuse for inaction. Phil 
Murphy believes that sensible 
regulations can encourage gun safety 
and lower levels of violence while still 
preserving Second Amendment rights 
for law-abiding residents. As governor, 
Phil would sign every piece of 
commonsense legislation that Christie 
vetoed; mandate gun safety training; 
promote smart gun technology; and 
tax gun sales to fund law 
enforcement, mental health services, 
and drug treatment. 
Together, New Jersey will be a 
national role model and we will lead 
this fight.” 

Kim Guadagno, who used to carry a 
.45-caliber Smith & Wesson as a 
sheriff, said she would support 
amending the state’s law to allow 
for reciprocity for concealed-carry 
permits from other states. Thus, 
someone who is licensed to carry a 
concealed weapon in another state 
would be also allowed to carry one 
in New Jersey — without applying 
for a permit. 
  
“There have been far too many 
pardons where it comes to the 
Second Amendment,” she said. 
“That shows you there is a 
problem.” 
 

“Background checks and closing 
loopholes are important, but there 
must be care taken not to create a 
system that unfairly targets 
communities of color.  A ‘bias 
assessment’ should be part of any 
gun safety initiative.  Many of the 
bills that Governor Christie has 
vetoed need to be reviewed to 
consider their racial impact, and, if 
cleared through that process, 
need to be signed into law. “  

Defend the 2nd Amendment 
“Every human being has the 
right to defend themselves. 
Let’s make New Jersey a 
concealed-carry state and stop 
putting law-abiding gun owners 
in jail. Instead let’s use our 
resources to prosecute violent 
offenders.” 
 
Peter Rohrman, of Ramsey, 
said New Jersey has "some of 
the most oppressive gun 
control laws in the United 
States" that have turned 
"peaceful, law-abiding citizens 
into felons." 
  
Rohrman is a former Marine. 
He promised to eliminate 
restrictions on "concealed 
carry, magazine capacity, 
hollow point ammunition, 
transportation and firearms 
identification cards," 
regulations. He wants to revert 
gun control laws back to the 
federal regulations. 
  
Rohrman wants domestic 
abuse victims to be able to 
"arm themselves with 
something other than a 
restraining order."  
 



 

Environme
nt 

“Phil will immediately restore New 
Jersey’s place in the Regional 
Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI). 
Governor Christie’s decision to pull 
out not only slowed progress on 
lowering emissions, but it also cost 
New Jerseyans tens of millions of 
dollars that should have been used to 
further reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions, increase energy efficiency, 
and improve air quality in urban 
communities. 
 
Phil understands that we need to 
generate clean energy here in New 
Jersey and not import polluting 
electricity from neighboring states 
while exporting jobs. That is why he 
will increase the amount of electricity 
utilities are required to purchase from 
local wind and solar sources. He will 
also make sure New Jersey develops 
its enormous offshore wind 
opportunities, which will not only 
reduce our carbon footprint, but has 
the potential to create good, new jobs 
in New Jersey. Phil will also develop a 
plan for New Jersey to eventually 
reach 100% carbon-free electricity. 
Through these efforts, NJ will regain 
its place as a national clean energy 
leader, which will both protect our 
environment and grow our economy. 
Phil also knows that transportation is 
by far the largest source of climate 
pollution in the state. That is one 
reason why he believes it is 
paramount that the mismanagement 
of NJ Transit be corrected 
immediately. Phil will work to restore 
the safety and reliability of the 
country’s best statewide transit 
system.  

● Rejoining Regional 
Greenhouse Gas Initiative 
is "something we have to 
do when it comes to our 
environment."  

● Supports offshore wind 
energy. 

● Embraces climate change 
as a credible threat that 
needs to be tackled. 

 

“Hurricane Sandy isn't a once in a 
100 year storm—not with the 
reality of climate change.  A state 
plan needs to be put in place to 
address the rising tides that are 
washing away beaches and 
destroying wetlands that protect 
our shore communities all the 
time.  Through these protections 
we'd be more prepared for the 
next big storm.  My administration 
would take seriously the reality of 
climate change. 
  
My Administration would commit 
to a Clean Power Plan to reduce 
emissions of carbon dioxide and 
greenhouse gas co-pollutants and 
prioritizes the implementation of 
energy efficiency and renewable 
energy initiatives in the state's 
poorest and most vulnerable 
communities.  We would apologize 
to the other 9 states in the 
Regional Green House Gas 
Initiative for 'pulling out' under 
Governor Christie and we would 
ask to be allowed back in.  We 
would make sure that all dollars 
brought in through RGGI stayed in 
the renewable energy sector.  
  
My Administration would 
commitment to measurable air 
pollution reductions, focusing 
firstly on the most vulnerable 
communities. 
  
We would finish construction of a 
demonstration offshore wind 
project off the coast of Atlantic 
City.  We would begin construction 
of additional offshore wind projects 

 



 

 
He also believes more needs to be 
done to make sure that electric 
vehicles are a priority and that all 
travelers, especially commuters, have 
easy, affordable access to electric 
vehicle charging stations. 
 
Protecting the Jersey Shore 
Phil understands that enjoying the 
Shore is a birthright for all New 
Jerseyans. That is why it is essential 
that we work with federal authorities to 
continue to protect the Shore from 
damaging storms like Superstorm 
Sandy, and the ever increasing threat 
of sea level rise. A more resilient 
Jersey Shore can thrive if we work 
hard to protect it. With the Trump 
Administration threatening to drill 
everywhere, we also need to be 
vigilant to protect the Shore from the 
possibility of oil drilling off our coast. 
Working with our federal delegation, 
Phil will be a leader to prevent oil 
spills from damaging our multibillion 
tourism and fishing economies. 
Preserving Open Space 
As the most densely populated state 
in the nation, Phil understands that 
preserving our open space is 
essential. Phil will stop the practice of 
diverting constitutionally-dedicated 
open space funding away from its 
intended purpose. He will also 
depoliticize key environmental staff 
and commissions — including those 
that protect the Highlands and 
Pinelands — and restore New Jersey 
as a leader in smart planning.” 

with specific goals of dramatic 
increases in clean energy 
production by 2025. 
  
We would end the annual Clean 
Energy Fund budget raids and 
commit to spending the funds in a 
socially just and labor friendly 
manner. 
  
We would advocate for 
labor-friendly policies within the 
renewable energy sector to ensure 
the creation of good union jobs 
with a living/family wage in the 
new energy economy. 
  
We would support a 
comprehensive infrastructure 
investment program to rebuild 
water, sewer, public transportation 
and school systems, utilizing a 
project procurement process that 
considers carbon content to 
reduce emissions and incentivize 
local production. 
  
The matrix of pipelines that 
crisscrosses our state, and 
increases in size at an alarming 
rate, suggests that we are building 
a dirty-infrastructure ready for an 
energy economy of the past, 
rather than a renewable system 
for the future.  My administration 
would put a moratorium on state 
pipeline projects and create and 
enhance every possible measure 
that would keep the federal 
government passing through New 
Jersey lands with pipelines. “ 



 

Affordable 
Housing 

“New Jersey has among the most 
expensive housing in the nation. A 
minimum wage earner in the state has 
to work 100 hours per week just to 
afford an average, one-bedroom 
apartment. For 15 years, the courts 
have been misused to effectively stop 
the development of new affordable 
housing. At the same time, Governor 
Christie has cut much needed aid to 
seniors and low- and middle-income 
New Jersey residents struggling with 
the nation’s highest property taxes – 
which continue to increase despite a 
cap. We must support the 
development of new, affordable 
housing while adhering to a smart, 
sustainable growth model. 
 
Phil is committed to helping make 
sure that anyone who works hard and 
plays by the rules has a chance to 
build a middle-class life. Governor 
Christie has waged war on affordable 
housing in order to pay for giveaways 
to developers and special interests, 
and he has turned his back on 
homeowners who need help. As a 
result, New Jerseyans face some of 
the highest housing costs and the 
highest property taxes in the nation. 
We also continue to suffer from the 
effects of the Great Recession, 
including the second highest 
foreclosure rate in the country. 
We face an affordable housing crisis 
in our state. Phil will tackle it head-on 
by: 

● Stopping Governor Christie’s 
practice of diverting 
affordable housing funds to 
plug holes in the budget; 

Guadagno said the current process 
of how towns are assigned their 
affordable housing obligations 
needs to be overhauled. 
Specifically, she said, more 
affordable units should be built 
closer to where jobs and 
transportation are, but her 
campaign didn’t provide details on 
how that would be achieved. 
"This is a topic that’s been debated 
over and over again, yet a solution 
still seems to elude all sides in 
Trenton,” Guadagno said in a 
statement. “I think the key to 
cracking the code on affordable 
housing is to recognize that if we 
have a rational policy that puts 
housing where the jobs and 
transportation hubs are, it can be a 
great thing for our state when it 
comes to housing, economic 
development and keeping young 
people here. That’s something all 
sides can agree to.” 
 

“Children need to know that they 
have a safe and stable place to 
call home.  They should never fear 
uncertainty about where they will 
lay their head at night.   The State 
Rental Assistance Program should 
invest in housing vouchers based 
firstly on the need of a child. 
  
Vouchered Rental units should be 
made available in every 
municipality in New Jersey.  Today 
some towns in New Jersey have 
effectively become too rich to 
welcome families with vouchers. 
This weakens society by creating 
a bigger gap and causing an even 
larger chasm between the life 
experiences of New Jerseyans of 
different means.  State Rental 
Assistance Programs, under my 
administration, will secure that 
low-income families with 
school-aged children are placed in 
every town, and that once placed 
there, they are advocated for and 
supported.” 

 



 

● Expanding counseling 
programs to keep people in 
their homes and repurposing 
foreclosed properties as 
affordable housing; 

● Expanding tax credits to 
create new housing; and 

● Lowering property taxes by 
funding our schools, 
incentivizing shared services, 
and restoring rebates to 
low-income, seniors and 
disabled residents.” 

 

Transporta
tion 

“We cannot grow our economy without 
world-class infrastructure, but the 
same old politicians in Trenton have 
spent decades letting our roads, 
bridges, railways, and ports crumble. 
Governor Christie has let our 
transportation infrastructure fall even 
further into disrepair – allowing the 
Transportation Trust Fund to go 
bankrupt, cancelling the ARC tunnel, 
and turning the Port Authority into a 
personal political patronage pit. His 
mismanagement of key transportation 
agencies resulted in dangerous roads 
and unsafe and unreliable rail, all 
while tolls and fares keep going up 
due to the lack of fiscal discipline in 
Trenton. 
As governor, Phil will work to create a 
21st-century economy that works for 
all of us, not just the special interests, 
and part of that is growing our 
economy through investments in our 
infrastructure. Specifically, Phil will: 

● Complete Gateway and fight 
for every federal 
transportation dollar; 

● Take Politics Out Of 
Transportation Funding 
With New Funding 
Formula - by eliminating 
the panel of 4 appointees 
and implementing an 
evidence-based 
transportation funding 
formula that prioritizes 
projects based on need, 
congestion relief, safety 
and economic 
development. 

● Divert NY Tax Revenue To 
NJ Transportation Projects 
- change the bi-state tax 
structure to benefit NJ 
commuters - explore a 
reciprocal tax agreement 
to divert NY tax revenue to 
help fund needed 
transportation projects in 
NJ to benefit the region as 
a whole without raising 
taxes. 

● Impose A Culture Of 
Customer Service- require 
NJ Transit executives and 

  



 

● Distribute TTF projects 
based on need, not politics; 

● Start a public bank that will 
assist towns with small-scale 
infrastructure projects; 

● Increase oversight of the 
Turnpike, NJ Transit, and the 
Port Authority; and 

● Increase state investment to 
lower the burden on 
consumers.” 

 

the Depart of 
Transportation 
commissioner to hold 
monthly public town hall 
meetings at major transit 
facilities, require all top 
officials at NJT to reapply 
for their jobs, with the goal 
of selecting the very best 
transportation 
professionals to lead the 
system. 

● Allow Commuters To Set 
Aside Money For 
Commuting Expenses Tax 
Free - 

● Commuting Expense 
Accounts 

● Audit Transportation Trust 
Fund And NJ Transit 

● Fight For NJ’s Fair Share 
Of Port Authority Funds – 

● Work With Washington To 
Fund Priority Projects Like 
Gateway Tunnel 

● Build NJ Transit Bus 
Terminal 

● Maximize Revenue From 
Existing Transit Facilities - 
advertising on trains, retail 
in stations 

● Add Ferry Routes and 
Express Trains 

Immigratio
n 

“For New Jersey to succeed in the 
21st century and for all of us to thrive, 
we need to continue to be a state that 
welcomes people who want to come 
here to work hard, contribute to our 
economy, and get ahead, and not 
close ourselves off from the world or 
turn our backs on our neighbors. Phil 
believes that there is no greater 

● Opposes having “families 
torn apart” by the 
deportation of one or more 
members, but refusing to 
cooperate with federal 
immigration officials is not 
a viable option. Instead, 
she would work with local 
faith-based groups, county 

“Undocumented immigrants in 
New Jersey need to be treated 
with dignity and respect.  Our 
broken federal immigration system 
does not excuse our state from 
recognizing the gifts of those who 
live among us and offer 
themselves to NJ as workers, 
volunteers, parents and friends. 

 



 

tragedy than when we pay hundreds 
of thousands of dollars to educate a 
hard-working student through 12th 
grade, only to tell them that they are 
on their own. 
 
Now that Donald Trump is President, 
Phil will protect the Dreamers and 
oppose any efforts to use state and 
local police to assist in mass 
deportations. He will also end 
Governor Christie’s pandering to the 
hard-right special interests and take 
action at the state level to make life 
easier for our undocumented 
neighbors by: 

● Providing drivers licenses 
and statewide ID to 
undocumented residents; 

● Extending in-state financial 
aid to the Dreamers; 

● Increasing access to 
professional licenses for 
immigrants; and 

● Raising the minimum wage, 
guaranteeing earned sick 
leave, and strengthening 
workplace protections.” 

 

and local officials, and the 
congressional delegation 
to try to find solutions to 
the problem. 

● “I am absolutely opposed 
to sanctuary cities on any 
level for any reason,” she 
said. “It puts law 
enforcement officers at 
risk.” Has stated that she 
believes sanctuary cities 
are “a stunt”. 

 

Children of undocumented 
immigrants need to be cared for 
and protected.  Keeping New 
Jersey immigrant families together 
should be a central focus of our 
attention.  My Administration will 
vigorously advocate that a process 
be put in place whereby families 
can contest the deportation of a 
parent by arguing that breaking 
families and communities through 
deportation is damaging our state. 
A process will be put in place 
where the people of the state are 
invited into this advocacy process, 
collectively, as well. 
Imagine…millions of New 
Jerseyans arguing with 
Enforcement and Removal 
Operations that a particular father 
shouldn’t be torn away from his 
family.  
  
Drivers Licenses should be issued 
for all adults in NJ, regardless of 
citizenship or immigration status. 
Unregistered people without 
licenses who are living in New 
Jersey are driving, out of 
necessity, and their inability to 
drive legally leaves them, and the 
public, at high-level risk.  Let the 
federal government make 
immigration decisions, but let’s not 
let their bad decision-making lead 
to our roads having unlicensed, 
uninsured drivers.  We can issue 
drivers licenses at a state level 
that don’t expose undocumented 
persons to the federal 
government. 
  



 

Given the rhetoric of hate being 
perpetuated by our 45th President 
it is important that states take a 
stand in defense of their 
undocumented residents.  These 
residents are integrally woven into 
our lives and to not create 
sanctuary for them is to create a 
state of chaos for all of us.  My 
administration would declare New 
Jersey a Sanctuary State. 
  
Asylum Seekers, placed in NJ by 
our federal system, need to be 
better cared for while detained in 
our state, and they need to be 
treated with respect and dignity 
upon release.  The for-profit 
detention centers that are 
financially benefiting by locking up 
brown and black people from 
around the world are a scourge on 
our nation.  Also, asylees under 
the current administration, even 
upon winning their cases, are 
released without a dollar, without a 
social worker, without a liaison to 
help them navigate life in New 
Jersey.  This lack of official 
transition services puts the asylee, 
and the community, in an 
uncomfortable, unwelcoming 
situation.  This is far from the 
example we should be setting for 
one another, the country, and the 
world. In my Administration the 
state could work creatively with 
the federal government to pilot 
humane housing and welcome 
programs for asylees that move 
away from a detention model.  
  



 

New Jersey should welcome 
Global Refugees.  The state 
needs to immediately reinstate the 
position of State Refugee 
Coordinator that was discontinued 
by Governor Christie.  Only a few 
hundred refugees are actually 
coming to New Jersey each year. 
The unfair language about 
refugees ‘flooding our shores’ and 
the story of the danger they bring 
is short-sighted and embarrassing. 
My Administration would work to 
put New Jersey among the 
leaders in refugee resettlement.” 

Anti-Hate   “Islam, like all religions, should be 
celebrated as a wonderful 
religious tradition that brings 
meaning and purpose to life on 
earth. The state of New Jersey 
should celebrate the longstanding 
place that Islam, and Muslims, 
have held within the state and 
work to further develop healthy 
and supportive relationships with 
leaders in the Muslim community.  
 
Relationship strengthening 
between police and the 
communities will take a balance of 
legislated changes that bring 
accountability and intentional and 
meaningful dialogue in 
communities. Careful work with 
the Police, Black Lives Matter, 
NAACP, local churches and other 
community groups will be a focus 
of my administration. 
  
All police shootings should be 
investigated by an Independent 

 



 

Prosecutor in a process overseen 
by the Attorney General. 
  
Police forces in our country have, 
in some cases, begun to look less 
like civilian police forces and more 
like small armies. De-escalating 
conflict between the police and 
community means also 
strengthening protocols around 
acceptable forms of police 
weaponization. 
  
Racial impact statements should 
be used to evaluate the possible 
inequitable implications proposed 
legislation can have on 
communities of color. 
  
The history of slavery in this 
country, and the racist 
policy-making that defines most of 
race-relations since then, has 
denigrated African-Americans to 
last, often with tremendous 
disadvantages.  The areas of life 
were African-Americans have 
been made last cuts across the 
categories of “the last are first” 
agenda.  It would be a goal of my 
administration to reduce the racial 
disparity in our economic, social 
and political system.  However, to 
really begin to make things right, 
real reparations are owed to 
African-American families.  This 
Administration, led by a white 
governor, does not pretend to 
have the answer to reparations, 
and feels it would be entirely 
inappropriate to offer something 
concrete.  However, a 
Black-Ribbon Panel on 



 

Reparations would be one of the 
first special councils formed during 
my administration, with the 
expressed purpose of presenting 
to the Administration, and 
legislature, a proposal for 
reparations.” 
 

NJ 
Veterans 

“New Jersey has more than 435,000 
proud veterans. They have served us 
valiantly at home and abroad and 
have had our back in times of war and 
peace — and it’s past time that we 
had theirs. 
Phil Murphy has worked with Marlboro 
Councilman and U.S. Army Colonel 
Jeff Cantor, who is also the 
Democratic candidate for Sheriff, to 
develop a new plan forward that 
divides New Jersey’s Department of 
Military and Veterans Affairs (DMAVA) 
into two separate agencies — one 
with responsibility for the National 
Guard and another responsible for 
veterans.” 
 

● Promote opportunity for 
veterans 

● Lower veteran 
unemployment rate to 
state average; 

● Waive state income tax 
imposed on combat pay for 
active duty military; 

● Make more veterans 
eligible for veterans 
benefits like property tax 
relief, even if they were 
fortunate enough not to 
fight; 

● Direct the Department of 
Military & Veterans Affairs 
to review services for 
women veterans; 

● Promote the hiring of 
veterans in and out of state 
government; 

● Help veterans with 
marketable skills get jobs 
with streamlined 
certifications; 

● Lower veteran 
homelessness and suicide 
rates 

● Coordinate statewide 
response to end veteran 
homelessness by 2025; 

● Reduce veteran suicides 
by 50%; 

Kaper-Dale believes that by 
focusing on social justice and 
helping low-income earners, 
homeless veterans and other 
vulnerable residents, society 
overall can be improved. 
 
Among his priorities would be 
addressing health care by 
developing a cheaper, better 
system to ensure everyone gets 
the “excellent care they deserve.” 
He believes this would also 
provide savings that could be used 
to benefit the state in other 
economic areas, such as funding 
the state pension plan and 
reducing property taxes. 
 

 



 

● Cut red tape in providing 
medical marijuana to 
veterans diagnosed with 
PTSD; 

● Ensure veterans don’t fall 
through the cracks of our 
criminal justice system by 
implementing the veterans 
court diversion program 
signed into law by 
Governor Christie; 

● Fight to provide high 
quality healthcare for all 
veterans, including the 
growing number of women 
returning from combat; 

● Strengthen military 
economy 

● Fight future base closures 
and Coast Guard cuts by 
taking proactive steps to 
keep bases viable; 

● Continue to implement 
recommendations of the 
New Jersey Military 
Installation Growth and 
Development Task Force, 
including workforce and 
economic development to 
support military economy 
in and around bases. 

Jobs/ 
Wages 

“Phil Murphy supports raising the 
minimum wage to $15 per hour. 
Raising the minimum wage would 
benefit nearly one million workers, 
equal to one-quarter of all workers in 
our state. New Jersey’s current 
minimum wage is grossly inadequate. 
The current minimum wage of $8.38 
per hour is roughly 50 percent below a 
“living wage” — the amount an 
individual in NJ needs to meet basic 

Guadagno does not support 
increasing the minimum wage. 
 
During her tenure,  “New Jersey has 
added 278,000 net new private 
sector jobs and more than 100,000 
new businesses have filed 
paperwork to setup shop across our 
state in 2016 alone. Kim has 
worked collaboratively with the 
business community to cut the 

“The financial problems our state 
experiences are not the result of 
greedy workers who are clamoring 
for unfair pieces of the pie. 
Historically, unions have been 
essential in helping workers gain 
reasonable work hours, quality 
benefits, and decent wages. 
Despite their importance, for the 
past few years, many unions have 
been disrespected by the Christie 

 



 

needs. The argument that raising the 
minimum wage kills jobs is a myth that 
is simply not supported by evidence. 
 
New Jersey continues to struggle with 
long-term unemployment. As of 2015, 
our state had the third highest rate of 
long-term unemployed in the nation – 
more than 41 percent of all 
unemployed individuals had been out 
of work for 27 weeks or more. Last 
year, Phil Murphy began tackling this 
issue head on through the New Start 
Career Network, which provides free, 
personalized career services to 
long-term unemployed individuals 
over the age of 45, and already it’s 
having an impact. As Governor, Phil 
will develop partnerships with the 
private sector to expand job training 
and placement for individuals who are 
out of work. 
 
One million New Jersey workers do 
not receive earned sick leave. Too 
often as a result, these individuals 
must choose between their health and 
their job. Opponents of earned sick 
leave claim it will hurt workplace 
morale and lower performance, a 
claim unsupported by experience. In 
fact, earned sick leave creates a more 
healthy and productive workplace. Phil 
Murphy will work to ensure that all 
workers have the right to earned sick 
leave.” 

number of pages of state 
regulations in half. While New 
Jersey's economy has improved 
and become more responsive to the 
business community, we can and 
must do better. 
 
Kim understands that to truly 
unleash New Jersey's economy, our 
leaders in Trenton must get serious 
about lowering the tax burden on 
families while fostering a more 
welcoming, customer-friendly 
environment for businesses. 
Growing our economy also includes 
revitalizing our urban areas to 
attract jobs and a young, educated 
workforce, investing in new 
technologies and start ups, and 
expanding our state's 
manufacturing base.” 
 

Administration.   This approach to 
unions must change.  Collective 
bargaining rights will be expanded 
when working with a Governor 
who is interested in workers being 
respected and playing a vital part 
in our state's ability to move 
forward economically.  My 
Administration will promote full 
respect for the Wagner Act and 
the right to organize.  Together 
with unions and businesses we 
will convert the Department of 
Labor and Workforce 
Development into an entity that 
protects workers rights in our 
state. 
  
Workers Have Been Last, 
Because of Stagnant Pay and 
Other Unconscionable Policies 
  
A $15 minimum wage is a 
necessary corrective to the current 
minimum wage in order to keep up 
with the cost of living in New 
Jersey today.  Leaders in the 
senate and assembly have not 
shown a real commitment to 
bringing up the minimum wage. 
Instead, they intentionally tied the 
issue up in the knots in December, 
2016, keeping it off the 2017 ballot 
as a constitutional amendment. 
My administration would work with 
legislator champions to get this 
done. 
  
Earned Paid Sick Leave Is A Must: 
Work is important, but the work of 
caring for oneself and one's family 
while in crisis is more important 
still.  I would suggest that if the 



 

state really cares about this it not 
put the full onus of responsibility 
on small business.  There should 
be in place state matching funds 
to meet the costs of earned paid 
sick leave after a % threshold is 
reached annually by the employer.  
  
I would never sign legislation that 
prevents workers' right to 
organize.  Unions are so important 
to the backbone of a healthy 
society.  Government and 
business needs to listen to the 
voice of those who actually do the 
work that makes this country tick. “ 

Retirement “Keeping Our Promises and Putting 
Our State’s Finances Back On Track: 
New Jersey currently carries a $43 
billion unfunded pension liability. This 
has been created almost entirely by 
the state’s failure to make its annual 
contributions. Eleven years ago, Phil 
Murphy chaired the first commission 
to evaluate the state’s pension system 
in light of a growing unfunded liability. 
One of our primary recommendations 
was that the state must meet its 
funding obligations going forward. 
Eleven years later, the problem has 
only grown worse. We must get our 
pension funds back on track to 
solvency — starting with the state 
living up to its commitments. As Phil 
said in 2005, when Governor Codey 
appointed him to chair an effort to 
address our pension problems, “a 
constitutional amendment 
guaranteeing state pension 
contributions should be part of the 
solution – but the solution must be 

“The pension crisis has become a 
ticking time bomb and threatens to 
force draconian spending cuts, 
massive tax hikes or collapse the 
retirement system if New Jersey 
ignores the problem. At the same 
time, Kim understands that we won’t 
solve the problem by shouting, 
passing blame and calling people 
names because at the end of the 
day, it is in everyone’s interest to fix 
it. This problem will only be resolved 
by all sides sitting down at the 
negotiating table and hammering 
out a solution. 
 
Kim believes that the recent 
Pension and Health Benefit Study 
Commission set forth sound 
principles and ideas for tackling 
New Jersey’s pension crisis that 
should serve as the starting point 
for negotiating a solution. As 
governor, she will lead good faith 
negotiations with stakeholders to 
secure the pension system and 

 “Let’s make the public pension 
system voluntary instead of 
forcing employees into a 
bankrupt system. Abolish 
“double-dipping” that allows 
officials to take multiple 
pensions at taxpayer 
expense.” 
 



 

comprehensive and ensure a 
reasonable payment schedule.” 
Create a New Retirement Plan for 
Employees of Small Businesses: 
More than half of private-sector 
employees in NJ work for employers 
who do not offer retirement plans. 
Because setting aside money for 
retirement on your own is difficult, 
these employees understandably save 
too little during their careers. Phil will 
follow the lead of other states and 
offer a simple, opt-in retirement plan 
for small business employees. Doing 
so will help ensure that all workers in 
our state can adequately save for their 
retirement.” 
 

strike the best possible deal for all 
sides. Solutions may include: 
 
Honoring pension commitment to 
current retirees: Kim recognizes that 
we must protect current retirees 
who have responsibly planned for 
retirement. As governor, she will 
prioritize solutions that allow New 
Jersey to honor our commitments to 
current retirees.” 
“Bringing public health insurance 
plans in line with private sector 
offerings: The Pension and Health 
Benefit Commission found that by 
reducing ‘Cadillac’ health insurance 
plans for public workers and 
bringing healthcare in line with 
private sector plans, New Jersey 
can save up to $2.5 billion and cut 
property taxes by 8% while still 
delivering high quality care. 
Ending all pension abuse like 
imposing strict ‘1 public paycheck’ 
rule to stop double dipping: 
According to the Star-Ledger, 
hundreds of public employees still 
collect high salaries and retirement 
pay at the same time. A Guadagno 
administration would end this 
practice. 
 
Cutting Wall Street management 
fees: New Jersey currently pays 
hundreds of millions of dollars to 
Wall Street banks to manage 
pension funds, with mediocre 
returns on our investment. A 
Guadagno administration will work 
to strike new agreements to cut 
payments and incentivize better 
returns for pensioners. 
 



 

Transferring the management of the 
Police and Firemen’s pension 
system to a risk-bearing entity: As 
Monmouth County’s former sheriff, 
Kim Guadagno knows that we must 
do everything we can to save 
pensions for our brave police 
officers and firefighters. A 
Guadagno administration would 
support a proposal to allow police 
and firefighters to manage their own 
pension system while transferring 
the risk of those investment 
decisions. 
 
Moving more public employees into 
cash balance plans. The Pension 
Commission outlined a cash 
balance plan that would 
dramatically improve New Jersey’s 
ability to fund our current 
obligations. These plans provide for 
a generous retirement benefit to 
workers going forward while not 
reneging on benefits already earned 
by our current, dedicated public 
workers.” 

Criminal 
Justice 
Reform 

“Phil believes that the status quo in 
criminal justice has failed too many, 
and it is time to address the structural 
racism in our criminal justice system. 
For too long, special interests, like the 
for-profit prison industry, have driven 
criminal justice policies – both 
nationally and here in New Jersey 
under Governor Christie. We can no 
longer accept policies that 
disproportionately target communities 
of color. 
This is an issue Phil has grappled with 
both personally and in his capacity as 
a National Board member of the 

 “Solitary Confinement should not 
be a tool used by prisons or jails. 
It serves no rational purpose for 
discipline, protection or any other 
reason and must cease.  The bills 
that were introduced by Senator 
Lesniak and Assemblywoman 
Pinkin, that passed both the 
Senate and Assembly, should be 
signed into law by Governor 
Christie.  If he will not sign it, I will 
sign it—or I’ll work to support an 
even stronger bill. 
  

“Immediately pardon all 
non-violent criminals in our 
state prisons. Treat addiction 
with compassion and 
rehabilitation instead of 
brutality and incarceration. 
Stop wasting taxpayer money 
on putting sick people in jail.” 



 

NAACP. He has led by inclusion – 
having brokered the first meeting 
between the head of the state PBA 
and the state chapter of the NAACP. 
He knows the law enforcement 
community must be a part of the 
solution, as the vast majority want to 
do the right thing. 
Phil is committed to building a 
smarter, more humane criminal justice 
system in NJ. He will: 

● Create a commission to 
comprehensively re-examine 
our criminal laws, including 
mandatory minimums; 

● Fully implement bail reform 
so no one sits in jail because 
they cannot afford to pay a 
fine; 

● Legalize marijuana so police 
can focus resources on 
violent crimes; 

● Expand re-entry services, so 
that the people coming out of 
prison have the support they 
need to return to productive 
lives; and 

● Expand the use of body 
cameras to promote 
transparency and 
accountability.” 

 

The Office of the Public Advocate 
should be reopened and prepared 
to receive grievances from 
inmates, their families, and human 
rights advocates. 
  
Meaningful reform must take place 
to ensure Black and Latino 
children are not disproportionately 
waived to the adult system. 
  
Meaningful re-entry services 
should begin in earnest on the day 
of entry into prison/jail.  Prison 
serves as a tool of correction, 
which means it should also be a 
launch pad for meaningful 
opportunities to live a better, safer 
life. 
  
Minimum wage jobs (or better) 
should start during a prison 
sentence.  Currently those who 
are serving time are paid 
slave-wages.  Especially with the 
racial disparities that exist in our 
criminal justice system the 
resemblance of people working for 
virtually no pay, at the expense of 
rich owners, or the state, brings 
back haunting memories.  No 
prison system should present 
opportunities for market 
investment or economic growth. 
  
Exorbitant commissary and phone 
card prices in jail and prison must 
cease. 
  
Meaningful support for children 
with an incarcerated parent needs 
to be implemented.  When a 
parent is incarcerated it impacts 



 

the life of his or her children.  An 
imprisoned parent should still be 
able to do paid work, inside, that 
results in child support for children 
on the outside. 
  
All citizens should be able to vote. 
A felony conviction should not limit 
this right.  In a state where the 
racial injustice in our criminal 
justice system is so clearly 
documented we should not allow 
the state to suppress voters from 
the polls because of felony 
convictions.  New Jersey’s racial 
disparity in State Prisons is the 
worst of all 50 states.  Prisoners 
should have a say in who leads 
the government, and a voice in 
policymaking, just like everyone 
else.  This is the case in Maine 
and Vermont and my 
Administration would push for this 
in New Jersey as well.” 

Education “Phil supports developing a 
STEM-oriented K-12 curriculum and 
expanding alternative pathways to 
success, including apprenticeship 
programs and vocational training. 
 
Last August, the State Board of 
Education passed a resolution making 
passage of the nationalized PARCC 
tests a requirement for graduation. 
PARCC tests are considered by many 
educational experts to be outdated, 
expensive, and not helpful to students. 
They have also been criticized by 
teachers, parents, and school 
administrators alike for taking away 
too much classroom instruction time 
and for forcing curricula to align with 

“Improving New Jersey’s public 
school system is critical for student 
success and a brighter economic 
outlook for future generations. New 
Jersey is blessed with incredible 
parents, educators and institutions 
of learning, but too many students 
are graduating high school without 
the necessary skills to succeed. 
And despite an improving state 
economy, too many college 
graduates are struggling to find jobs 
after earning a degree, choosing 
instead to move back in with their 
parents. We must not rest on our 
laurels and instead put all available 
tools and resources together to 
improve our education system so 

“Because of how our school 
districts are laid out some of our 
regions function as "separate but 
equal" districts.  Separate but 
Equal, we've known since Plessy 
Vs. Ferguson, is not equal.  It 
makes sense for New Jersey to 
proactively address where it 
functions with a segregated-school 
reality and to come up with 
redistricting that allows students of 
all races and ethnicities, and all 
economic strata, to be educated in 
public institutions together. 
Redistricting, with the use of 
creative models of magnet 
schools, would spread school 
funding in more appropriate ways, 

Education Reform  
“It’s time to start putting kids 

before political special 
interests. Expand school 

choice to increase competition 
and parental control. End the 
unsuccessful Abbott District 

experiment. Eliminate “Last in 
First Out” employment that 

forces schools to fire 
outstanding new teachers.” 

 
Rohrman supports school 

choice, as well as the 
consolidation of school 

districts. 
 



 

test topics to ensure higher scores. 
New Jersey is an outlier in its reliance 
on PARCC: only a handful of states 
still use the test, and only one other 
state is using it as a graduation 
requirement. 
 
Phil Murphy is committed to ending 
New Jersey’s reliance on PARCC 
tests and eliminating standardized 
testing as a requirement for 
graduation. If elected, he would direct 
the state Department of Education to 
work with educators to create an 
assessment that would meet the 
federal reporting requirements of 
ESSA. He also would eliminate 
passage of a standardized test as a 
graduation requirement. 
Phil believes that standardized tests 
have a role, but we should not be 
overly reliant on them. And as he has 
said throughout his campaign, “Good 
teachers and good students can have 
bad test days. Too much emphasis is 
being put on a single test, as opposed 
to weighing a student’s progress 
through years of instruction.” 
 
Specifically, Phil will: 
End PARCC testing; 
Eliminate the exit test graduation 
requirement; and 
Solicit educator input to take 
advantage of the new federal Every 
Student Succeeds Act, which gives 
states the ability to develop 
innovative, lower-stakes assessments 
that will reduce student and educator 
stress, and save valuable classroom 
time and money.” 
 

our students can graduate with the 
needed skills to get a job, buy a 
home and raise a family in New 
Jersey. This includes: 
  

● Expanding vocational 
education and 
apprenticeships. 

● Advancing merit pay for 
teachers. 

● Making higher education 
more flexible and 
affordable. 

● Expanding school choice. 
 
Reform The School Funding 
Formula 
The major driver of New Jersey’s 
high property taxes is an untenable 
school funding formula. Under the 
current system, Jersey City and 
Hoboken millionaires often pay less 
in property taxes on a $800,000 
home than what a hardworking 
family in Freehold is forced to pay 
on a $300,000 home. Yet, middle 
class families in a town like 
Freehold receive less state aid per 
student while Neptune, an Abbott 
district, builds new aquatic centers 
and millionaires in Jersey City get 
free pre-K. Kim understands the 
current system must be fixed if we 
are to provide for real long-term 
property tax relief in New Jersey 
while providing a high quality 
education in every school district. 
Her five part plan to reform the 
school funding formula is as follows: 
 
Remedy unfairness: Kim’s 
administration will work to reform 
the school funding formula so 

and would allow students to move 
freely within a larger district for 
focused educational opportunities.  
  
Public schools must be protected 
as an essential public good.  My 
Administration would make sure 
teachers are honored and their 
voices heard. I would push to 
remove student standardized test 
scores from teacher evaluations 
and I would work with teachers to 
make sure that the creativity that 
put you in the classroom in the 
first place still can be implemented 
within the school day.  
  
My Administration would put a 
moratorium on the building of new 
Charter Schools that are not run 
by democratically elected school 
boards or held to the same 
standards as public schools. 
  
To support schools means to fund 
schools.  Despite the School 
Funding Reform Act of 2008, the 
current governor has failed to find 
money to fund the formula any 
year but one during his time in 
office.  Fully funding the School 
Funding Reform Act would be a 
priority of my administration.  This 
would, of course, look different if 
redistricting were to occur in the 
state of New Jersey. 
  
Negotiations between teacher's 
unions and the state, during the 
previous administration, have 
resulted in more costs for teachers 
(toward health care) and no 
increases in salary.  The lack of 



 

millionaires in Hoboken and Jersey 
City pay their fair share for pre-K, 
K-12 education and school 
construction. Under the current 
system, many districts like Jersey 
City and Hoboken that receive Early 
Childhood program aid receive 100 
percent of the cost of the program 
regardless of the district’s ability to 
pay. These districts should at a 
minimum contribute to this program 
at the local fair share rate that is 
used in the equalization formula.  
 
Kim will bring means tested pre-K 
statewide and bring fairness to 
school construction by requiring 
SDA districts like Jersey City to pay 
the same percentage on capital 
improvements as they do for their 
entire district budget. New Jersey 
also needs to consider reforming 
disincentives to fairness, such as 
the use of PILOT programs. 
 
Increase aid for special education 
services: Kim believes money 
saved by reforming the funding 
formula should go to fund programs 
for students who are most in need, 
namely, our special education 
students. This would be 
accomplished by reestablishing the 
pre-SFRA categorical funding levels 
for special education programs as 
well as increasing extraordinary aid 
for out-of-high-cost placements.  In 
that way, all districts will share 
equally to the extent they have 
students in need of special 
education services. 
 

appreciation for teachers, shown 
through not playing fair with 
negations, must stop. 
  
To support schools means to 
celebrate schools.  It is time to 
confront the lie that our public 
education system is failing 
America.  It is wrong that for-profit 
companies, and out-of-touch 
billionaires (both liberal and 
conservative) run media 
campaigns, and political 
campaigns, that suggests public 
school is a failed experiment. 
New Jersey, under a Kaper-Dale 
administration, would celebrate 
and honor public schools again. “ 
 



 

Develop a record to sustain 
constitutionality: Lessons from 
previous attempts to address 
fairness in education funding 
teaches us that any changes to the 
school funding formula will 
undoubtedly be challenged in court. 
In order to uphold changes to the 
formula, it is important to have an 
updated administrative record of 
whether districts are able to provide 
a thorough and efficient education 
and contribute towards educational 
expenses. As governor, Kim will 
direct the commissioner of 
education to establish an 
administrative hearing process to 
develop a record that will be used to 
uphold the formula in court.” 
 
Address high costs: As a part of her 
‘Audit Trenton’ initiative, Kim will 
audit all school districts in New 
Jersey to ensure money is being 
spent wisely and actually getting to 
the classroom to improve student 
learning. This process will also help 
to identify ways to lower costs in 
inefficient districts with high property 
taxes. As governor, Kim will also 
target a portion of state school aid 
to school districts that are both high 
performing and efficient in order to 
establish an incentive for school 
leaders to make the tough decisions 
that result in the wise use of 
taxpayer dollars.” 
 
On standardized testing: Guadagno 
has reportedly said she would 
examine the state's testing 
requirements if elected and 
"eliminate unnecessary testing." 



 

She supports Common Core state 
standards as well as teacher 
evaluation. 

Higher 
Education 

“Phil understands that we don’t get 
our economy right without getting 
higher education right. Sadly, New 
Jersey exports more high school 
seniors than any other state in the 
nation. Those students that do stay 
are forced to stomach some of the 
nation’s highest tuitions and fees, 
resulting in an average student debt 
burden of nearly $33,000. At the same 
time, Trenton continues to slash 
higher education budgets all while 
handing lavish tax breaks to large 
corporations. These shortsighted 
decisions have forced working families 
to shoulder an increasing share of the 
cost of achieving the American 
Dream. 
Phil believes that if we want to keep 
our state economically competitive 
and successful, our leading export can 
no longer be high school seniors. He 
is committed to making college 
affordable for every New Jersey 
student. Specifically, he will: 

● Increase state aid to 
institutions of higher 
education, including 
community colleges, to lower 
tuitions and fees. 

● Expand access to community 
colleges for high school 
students and create new 
vocational training programs 
to provide alternative 
pathways to success. 

● Provide loan forgiveness to 
STEM graduates working in 
STEM jobs in the state and 

 “Higher Education is key to 
shaping a well-rounded, educated 
citizenry.  While STEM related 
professions are certainly 
important, the imbalance in 
funding directed at STEM (from 
the federal government and 
private industry) suggests that 
state government should particular 
emphasize social sciences, 
humanities and the arts.  As 
governor I would seek to 
encourage more balanced state 
funding and support across all 
disciplines. 
  
Scholarship that happens in 
collaboration with communities 
(civic scholarship) needs to be 
encouraged. State-wide programs 
for professors/researchers to work 
together across disciplines to 
shape policy and help serve the 
community should be celebrated 
as real and legitimate scholarship. 
My administration would develop a 
policy supporting public 
scholarship that would increase 
funding to those departments who 
share their social and 
humanitarian research with the 
public. 
  
My administration would seek to 
increased funding to curb the use 
of non-tenure-track part-time 
lecturers  and to instead push for 
more full-time positions with 

 



 

create incentives for private 
sector employers to provide 
student loan relief as a core 
employee benefit. 

● Help New Jerseyans stuck 
with student loans at 
above-market rates by 
offering state-based 
refinancing at lower rates 
through a new public bank.” 

 
Murphy has also come out with a plan 
to phase in, over 4 years time, a 
program of tuition-free community 
college. 
 
 

benefits and union representation 
across the state. 
  
The cost of college and university 
means that those who seek to 
prepare themselves so as to 
contribute needed skills to the 
world do so to their own peril. 
Many students find that the loans 
they pay for school almost equal a 
second rent.  A Kaper-Dale 
administration would increase 
state support for programs like the 
Education Opportunities Fund, a 
proven program of financial and 
academic supports, that helps 
students with high economic need, 
and maybe some additional 
academic supports, to thrive. 
Also, the proposed state-run 
public bank would be set up to 
make very-low-interest loans to 
students.  Lastly, NJ Medicare for 
All would save universities millions 
of dollars from their budget.  It 
would be the goal of a Kaper-Dale 
administration to see the savings 
on health care go directly into the 
reduction of tuition across the 
board.”  

Marijuana Phil Murphy is in favor of legalizing 
marijuana. He predicts it “could be a 
weapon in the opioid pushback” and 
could bring in $300 million in tax 
revenue. 

Guadagno has said that  
legalization would be "a gateway to  
disaster" she adds "that does not  
mean you don't decriminalize it in 
some way." 
 
She also calls the lack of access to 
medical marijuana for children 
suffering from seizures and other 
disorders "unacceptable" and would 
move to change the law. 
 

Kaper-Dale would sign legislation 
that legalizes marijuana for 
recreational and medical use. A 
tax on marijuana would be used to 
pay for drug treatment programs. 
 
Kaper-Dale would seek legislation 
to allow current sentences of 
inmates for marijuana related 
offenses to be reconsidered within 
the state’s new legal framework 
around marijuana. 

Legalize Marijuana and Enact 
Criminal Justice Reform 
“The War on Drugs is a failed 
public policy. Substance abuse 
is a personal, medical issue 
not a public crime. Immediately 
pardon all non-violent criminals 
in our state prisons. Treat 
addiction with compassion and 
rehabilitation instead of 
brutality and incarceration. 



 

'Err on the side of caution' with 
marijuana 
Guadagno is opposed to legalizing 
marijuana, but is in favor of making 
it easier for patients to get medical 
marijuana. 
“Children with proper doctors should 
have access to medical marijuana. 
Veterans suffering from PTSD 
shouldn’t have to try every opioid 
before they get to marijuana,” she 
said. 
She’s also in favor of looking at 
decriminalization, so that drug 
offenders won’t “go to jail for small 
quantities.” 

Stop wasting taxpayer money 
on putting sick people in jail.” 
 

Voting 
Rights 

“Phil believes that we are a better, 
stronger, more representative 
democracy when more people 
participate. Across the nation, 
Republicans have systematically tried 
to disenfranchise voters – an effort 
Governor Christie has supported here 
in New Jersey in an effort to cater to 
national right-wing special interests. 
New Jersey ranked just 29th in turnout 
in the 2016 presidential election. As 
governor, Phil Murphy will empower 
voters and increase participation by: 
Making voter registration easier 
through: 

1. Automatic voter registration: 
Five states have automatic 
voter registration at their 
Motor Vehicle Commissions 
(MVC). This means that 
residents are automatically 
registered to vote when they 
visit the MVC unless they opt 
out. Governor Christie vetoed 
a law that would make NJ the 
sixth such empowering state. 

“Ensure ELEC Has Resources To 
Enforce Election Laws 
 
For years, New Jersey’s Election 
Law Enforcement Committee was 
rendered useless because of 
political fights and partisan games 
in Trenton. As governor, Kim will 
ensure ELEC is staffed and funded 
to be able to enforce New Jersey’s 
tough election laws.” 
 

“All citizens should be able to vote. 
A felony conviction should not limit 
this right.  In a state where the 
racial injustice in our criminal 
justice system is so clearly 
documented we should not allow 
the state to suppress voters from 
the polls because of felony 
convictions.  New Jersey’s racial 
disparity in State Prisons is the 
worst of all 50 states.  Prisoners 
should have a say in who leads 
the government, and a voice in 
policymaking, just like everyone 
else.  This is the case in Maine 
and Vermont and my 
Administration would push for this 
in New Jersey as well.” 

 



 

2. Online voter registration: 
There is no reason why our 
residents should be able to 
bank and shop online, but 
not register to vote. 38 states 
have already moved towards 
online voter registration in 
some form. NJ should follow 
suit. 

3. Same-day voter registration: 
Sixteen states have 
authorized voters to register 
the day of elections. NJ 
requires that our residents 
register 21 days before an 
election – Phil believes we 
should eliminate this 
requirement. 

4. Allowing early voting: 21 
states allow residents to vote 
early at the polls prior to 
election day — easing the 
burden for working families 
that cannot get to the polls in 
person. Governor Christie 
vetoed a bill that would have 
required counties to establish 
between three and seven 
polling places available for 
early voting during the 15 
days prior to the election. 

5. Allowing 17-year-olds to vote 
in primaries if they will be 18 
by election day: Currently, 
New Jersey citizens who turn 
18 after the primary but 
before the general election 
are put in an unfair position 
where they have to vote for 
the candidates on the ballot 
but did not have a say in 
choosing who is on the 
ballot. 24 states allow these 



 

voters to vote in the primary 
as well, and New Jersey 
should join them.” 

 

Ethics 
Reform 

 “Close “Friend Loophole” For Gifts 
1. When people enter public 

service, it should be to 
make their community a 
better place, not to acquire 
elaborate gifts from those 
who seek to influence 
policy. Despite having 
some of the toughest 
pay-to-play laws in the 
country, New Jersey has a 
massive loophole which 
allows some elected 
officials to accept gifts of 
unlimited value if they 
claim the gift is from a 
“friend.” As governor, Kim 
will close this loophole by 
imposing stricter disclosure 
rules and limits. 

2. Ban Officials From 
Seeking Two Offices Or 
Holding Two Public Jobs 
At Once  

3. Adopt State House 
Lobbying Ban 

4. Kim believes that working 
in state government 
shouldn’t be used as by 
people to enrich their lives 
in the future by peddling 
their influence for financial 
or personal gain. In order 
to keep that from 
happening, Kim will enact 
a five-year lobbying ban for 
administration officials to 
ensure they do not try to 

  



 

use their public position to 
cash in for a lucrative 
contract lobbying job 
immediately after leaving 
the her administration. She 
will also ban contract 
lobbyists from serving on 
statutory boards and 
commissions. 

Transparency: 
1. Require Cabinet Officials 

To Give Out Cell Phone 
Numbers 

2. As lieutenant governor, 
Kim has given out her cell 
phone number to everyday 
residents so they could 
contact her directly with 
issues involving state 
government. Kim believes 
that in order to fix 
inefficiencies in Trenton, 
officials need to be 
responsive to the needs 
and requests of real 
people. As governor, she 
will require all cabinet 
officials and agency chiefs 
who serve in her 
administration to make 
their cellphone numbers 
accessible to the public.  

3. Strengthen Reporting 
Requirements And 
Disclosures 

4. A NJ Spotlight report found 
that “ELEC personal 
disclosure forms require 
almost no detailed financial 
data,” leaving New 
Jerseyans in the dark 
about the finances of their 
elected officials. As 



 

governor, Kim will push to 
strengthen income 
reporting requirements for 
elected officials and 
candidates for state office. 

5. Require State Candidates 
To Release Tax Returns 

Accountability: 
1. Support An Independently 

Elected Attorney General 
2. Kim Guadagno believes 

that government should be 
responsible to the people it 
serves. That’s why she 
supports creating an 
independently-elected 
attorney general in New 
Jersey to be a watchdog 
over the governor and the 
legislature. This will ensure 
the state’s top law 
enforcement agency in the 
state is accountable only to 
the people of New Jersey 
to root out potential 
corruption and abuse.  

 
Institute ‘No Budget, No Paycheck’ 
Policy 

3. In the real world, if New 
Jerseyans don’t do their 
jobs, they don’t get paid. 
Yet in Trenton, the 
politicians continue to 
collect paychecks even if 
they don’t pass a 
responsible budget and 
shut down the government. 
Worse, they often feel no 
repercussions or political 
pressure to do their jobs at 
all because of heavily 
gerrymandered districts. 



 

Kim Guadagno believes 
legislators and cabinet 
officials – including the 
governor – shouldn’t be 
paid if they don’t do their 
jobs to pass a responsible 
budget plan that keeps the 
government open. She will 
also advocate for 
legislative pay to be tied to 
the state’s credit rating; if 
the credit rating is 
downgraded, legislators 
should be forced to take a 
cut in pay.  

4. Ensure ELEC Has 
Resources To Enforce 
Election Laws 

5. For years, New Jersey’s 
Election Law Enforcement 
Committee was rendered 
useless because of 
political fights and partisan 
games in Trenton. As 
governor, Kim will ensure 
ELEC is staffed and 
funded to be able to 
enforce New Jersey’s 
tough election laws. 

Push For Term Limits 
6. Kim Guadagno only 

entered public office in 
2005 by running for a 
nonpartisan office to make 
a difference in her local 
community. Yet many 
politicians seek to turn 
public service into a 
career, and they are 
protected from competitive 
races by the party bosses 
and heavily 
gerrymandered districts 



 

rigged to favor the party in 
power. As governor, Kim 
Guadagno will push for 
term limits to ensure that 
the people of New Jersey 
are given the best possible 
representation in Trenton.” 

 
 

  


